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as a station operator, communicate 
two-way voice messages while acting 
within the scope of his/her employ-
ment. 

(d) A station operator for any GMRS 
licensee may communicate two-way 
voice messages concerning: 

(1) Emergencies (see § 95.143); 
(2) Rendering assistance to a motor-

ist; and 
(3) Civil defense drills, if the respon-

sible agency requests assistance. 
(e) All messages must be in plain lan-

guage (without codes or hidden mean-
ings). They may be in a foreign lan-
guage, except for call signs (see 
§ 95.119). 

(f) A station operator may commu-
nicate tone messages for purposes of 
identification or transmitter control in 
a control link. 

(g) A station operator may commu-
nicate a selective calling tone or tone 
operated squelch only in conjunction 
with a voice communication. If the 
tone is subaudible (300 Hertz or less) it 
may be communicated during the en-
tire voice message. If the tone is audi-
ble (more than 300 Hertz) it may be 
communicated for no more than 15 sec-
onds at a time. 

(h) A station operator may commu-
nicate a one-way voice page to a paging 
receiver. A selective calling tone or 
tone operated squelch may be used in 
conjunction with a voice page, as pre-
scribed in paragraph (g) of this section. 
A station operator may not commu-
nicate a tone-only page (tones commu-
nicated in order to find, summon or no-
tify someone). 

[48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 4003, Feb. 1, 1984; 56 FR 13289, Apr. 1, 1991; 
63 FR 68976, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 95.183 Prohibited communications. 
(a) A station operator must not com-

municate: 
(1) Messages for hire, whether the re-

muneration received is direct or indi-
rect; 

(2) Messages in connection with any 
activity which is against Federal, 
State, or local law; 

(3) False or deceptive messages; 
(4) Coded messages or messages with 

hidden meanings (‘‘10 codes’’ are per-
missible); 

(5) Intentional interference; 

(6) Music, whistling, sound effects or 
material to amuse or entertain; 

(7) Obscene, profane or indecent 
words, language or meaning; 

(8) Advertisements or offers for the 
sale of goods or services; 

(9) Advertisements for a political 
candidate or political campaign (mes-
sages about the campaign business may 
be communicated); 

(10) International distress signals, 
such as the word ‘‘Mayday’’ (except 
when on a ship, aircraft or other vehi-
cle in immediate danger to ask for 
help); 

(11) Programs (live or delayed) in-
tended for radio or television station 
broadcast; 

(12) Messages which are both con-
veyed by a wireline control link and 
transmitted by a GMRS station; 

(13) Messages (except emergency mes-
sages) to any station in the Amateur 
Radio Service, to any unauthorized 
station, or to any foreign station; 

(14) Continuous or uninterrupted 
transmissions, except for communica-
tions involving the immediate safety of 
life or property; 

(15) Messages for public address sys-
tems. 

(b) A station operator in a GMRS 
system licensed to a telephone answer-
ing service must not transmit any 
communications to customers of the 
telephone answering service. 

[63 FR 68976, Dec. 14, 1998] 

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART A OF PART 95— 
LOCATIONS WHERE GMRS IS REGU-
LATED BY THE FCC 

In ITU Region 2, the GMRS is regulated by 
the Commission within the territorial limits 
of the 50 United States, District of Columbia, 
Caribbean Insular areas (Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, United States Virgin Islands (50 
islets and cays) and Navassa Island), and 
Johnston Island (Islets East, Johnston, 
North and Sand) and Midway Island (Islets 
Eastern and Sand) in the Pacific Insular 
areas. 

In ITU Region 3, the GMRS is regulated by 
the Commission within the Pacific Insular 
territorial limits of American Samoa (seven 
islands), Baker Island, Commonwealth of 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam Island, 
Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Kingman 
Reef, Palmyra Island (more than 50 islets), 
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and Wake Island (Islets Peale, Wake and 
Wilkes). 

[63 FR 68976, Dec. 14, 1998] 

Subpart B—Family Radio Service 
(FRS) 

SOURCE: 61 FR 28768, June 6, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 95.191 (FRS Rule 1) Eligibility and 
responsibility. 

(a) Unless you are a representative of 
a foreign government, you are author-
ized by this rule to operate an FCC cer-
tified FRS unit in accordance with the 
rules in this subpart. No license will be 
issued. 

(b) You are responsible for all com-
munications that you make with the 
FRS unit. You must share each chan-
nel with other users. No channel is 
available for the private or exclusive 
use of any user. 

§ 95.192 (FRS Rule 2) Authorized loca-
tions. 

(a) Provided that you comply with 
these rules, you are authorized to oper-
ate an FRS unit: 

(1) Within or over any area of the 
world where radio services are regu-
lated by the FCC (this area includes 
the fifty United States and the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin 
Islands (50 islets and cays), American 
Samoa (seven islands), the Common-
wealth of Northern Marianna Islands, 
and Guam Island); 

(2) Within or over any other area of 
the world, except within or over the 
territorial limits of areas where radio 
services are regulated by an agency of 
the United States other than the FCC 
or any foreign government (you are 
subject to its rules); 

(3) Aboard any vessel or aircraft reg-
istered in the United States, with the 
permission of the captain, that is with-
in or over any area of the world where 
radio services are regulated by the FCC 
or upon or over international waters; 

(4) or; Aboard any unregistered vessel 
or aircraft owned or operated by a 
United States citizen or company that 
is within or over any area of the world 

where radio services are regulated by 
the FCC or upon or over international 
waters. 

(5) You must operate the FRS unit 
only according to any applicable treaty 
to which the United States is a party. 
The FCC will make public notice of 
any such conditions. 

(b)–(c) [Reserved] 
(d) Anyone intending to operate an 

FRS unit on the islands of Puerto Rico, 
Desecheo, Mona, Vieques, and Culebra 
in a manner that could pose an inter-
ference threat to the Arecibo Observ-
atory, shall notify the Interference Of-
fice, Arecibo Observatory, HC3 Box 
53995, Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612, in 
writing or electronically, of the loca-
tion of the unit. Operators may wish to 
consult interference guidelines, which 
will be provided by Cornell University. 
Operators who choose to transmit in-
formation electronically should e-mail 
to: prcz@naic.edu. 

(1) The notification to the Inter-
ference Office, Arecibo Observatory 
shall be made 45 days prior to com-
mencing operation of the unit. The no-
tification shall state the geographical 
coordinates of the unit. 

(2) After receipt of such notifications, 
the Commission will allow the Arecibo 
Observatory a period of 20 days for 
comments or objections. The operator 
will be required to make reasonable ef-
forts in order to resolve or mitigate 
any potential interference problem 
with the Arecibo Observatory. If the 
Commission determines that an oper-
ator has satisfied its responsibility to 
make reasonable efforts to protect the 
Observatory from interference, the 
unit may be allowed to operate. 

[61 FR 28768, June 6, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 55535, Oct. 27, 1997; 63 FR 68976, Dec. 14, 
1998; 70 FR 31374, June 1, 2005] 

§ 95.193 (FRS Rule 3) Types of commu-
nications. 

(a) You may use an FRS unit to con-
duct two-way voice communications 
with another person. You may use an 
FRS unit to transmit one-way voice or 
non-voice communications only to es-
tablish communications with another 
person, send an emergency message, 
provide traveler assistance, provide lo-
cation information, transmit a brief 
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